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ADVANCE \d 7Statement of Position


The Candonians of Southern California Inc. is a non-profit public benefit organization incorporated in 1992 with the primary mission of promoting cultural, social and educational programs in the community. The organization has a broad and diverse membership and a very wide representation of  dedicated officers.


Several members and officers of the organization have recently received inquiries from Candonians from other areas regarding a separate and another Candonian Association that is being formed in Los Angeles. The Candonians of Southern California would like to issue this statement of position to clarify some issues that have come out.


The Candonians of Southern California Inc is not affiliated or allied in any manner or form with any existent organization. It does not endorse, sanction or support any association that is currently being organized by a group of Candonians in Los Angeles, not now nor in the future.


The Candonians of Southern California Inc.  has a proven excellent track record in the initiation , development and support of many worthwhile community projects.  The organization continues to foster among its members commendable values, beliefs, and practices that are inherent to our cultural heritage .Sharing for example, is exemplified by the scholarship project and the “adopt a school program”. The organization funds a scholarship program for the underprivileged and deserving students at the University of Northern Philippines. It has supported specific projects at the Candon National High School, St. Joseph’s Institute, Tamurong High School, Langlangca and Caterman Elementary School. The “Adopt a School” project provides assistance in kind for elementary schools identified that are in need of school equipment and supplies. The organization recognizes and awards outstanding young students in Southern California who excels in academics, arts, athletics, and or/ community work.


Every two years, the general membership elects 15 individuals to the Board of Directors. In turn, the 15 Boards of Directors conducts an election among themselves to elect officers of the organization. At the general membership meeting in December 2006, 15 Board members were elected. During the process of electing for specific officer posts in January 2007, six of the elected Board of Directors, walked out from the meeting without valid reason or explanation. Despite proper and timely notification, they have consistently failed to attend meetings of the Board of Directors as well as other activities of the organization. One of the elected directors has submitted a letter of resignation from the organization and the remaining five have not communicated with the Board of Directors.


Upon the advice and recommendation of a legal counsel, the Board of Directors created an emergency provision to elect replacement for the directors who abandoned their responsibilities to the organization. The election was held on July 21, 2007 by the general membership.

The following are the duly elected members of the Board of Directors of the Candonians of Southern California Inc.

President- Lilia Ramos Alog

1st Vice- President – Estrellita Pascua Villanueva

2nd Vice – President- Sally Martinez Garibay

Recording Secretary- Efren Gacoscos

Corresponding Secretary- Ernesto Gacutan

Treasurer- Virginia Gaboy Wiebe

Asst Treasurer- Elizabeth Gacula Singh

Auditor- Isagani Acance

PRO- Samuel Sabado

Board Members

Rudy Briones

Lucita Sanchez Hakes

Richard Gallardo

Cresta B. de Peralta

Agnes Dario Ulibas

Victor Pescozo


A number of Candonians from other regions of the United States and abroad have expressed genuine interest in joining the organization. The by-laws of this organization do not limit membership to individuals residing in Southern California, thus, the organization welcomes anyone who is interested in joining and supports its stated mission.

The association welcomes the following new members from other areas.

Amado and Susan Fabros Abaya- Lambertville, MI

Vic and Juliet Pescozo- Las Vegas, Nevada

Nena P. Ramos- Las Vegas, Nevada

Fely and Serafin Imperial- Las Vegas, Nevada

Ike and Susan Rosete Madarang- Miami Beach Florida

Sol D. Bello- San Jose, California

Guy and Dinah Bello- San Jose, California

Candie and Jessie Dario Bello- Virginia Beach, Virginia

Kate and Tito Biag- Chicago, Illinois

Larry & Maria Lourdes D. Galindo- Lacey. WA

Ruben and Emy Dario Ramos-  Lacey. Washington

Loreto and Josephine Dario-  Lacey, WA

Gigi Pacquing Castillo-  Houston Texas

Elizabeth S. Ramos- Fairfield, California

Alfonso Legazpi- Honolulu Hawaii

Emma Gaboy-  Kauai, Hawaii

Marciana Gaboy- Kauai, Hawaii

Mildred Centeno- Athens, Greece

Peter and Lina Gazo Loo- D Hague, Netherlands

Nora Cabildo-  Amsterdam. Netherlands

Angie Martinez- Paris, France

Ed and Pilma Martinez Abelardo-  Vienna, Austria

Amparo Gabatino- Waymouth , MA

Urso D. Bello- Germantown, Maryland

Buddy and Mila Villaloboz Braganza- San Bruno, CA.

Manuel & Nieves Bello Carino- Las Vegas, Nevada

Norma Dario Galman- Cincinati, Ohio

Benjamin Resonable- Oslo Norway

Baby Dario Albis- Sta, Clarita, California

Carlos & Maria Gloria-  South San Francisco, Ca

Celestina Garrido Hogan- South San Francisco, California

Rachelle H. Ramos- Roslyn Heights, New York

Johna nd Elma Gacoscos- Flint, Michigan

Lito & Gemma Gacoscos- Costa Mesa, California

MESSAGE from the PRESIDENT

Lilia Ramos Alog

Greetings!

Congratulations  to all for a very successful Inaugural Ball and Summer Picnic. These are clear manifestations of the strength  and unity of  this association. This association is now under the auspices of a fresh  leadership unselfishly dedicated towards its values and welfare.


Our upcoming trip to Rosarito is a sold out event. It is another effort to raise funds while we enjoy the company of our townmates and friends and to see other places and taste their culture. Three other Candonians  are venturing other means to raise funds for this worthwhile project  to name them- Sally Martinez Garibay by putting a Bazaar , Willie making the cruise DVD, and coming soon is a bowling fund raiser to be organized by Rudy Briones. These are great and exciting. We encourage your support.


Eight scholars were chosen this school year by 3 hardworking individuals who we call our very own. Dean Isabel Astrero, Dr. Candonino Gazmen, and Mr. Ernie Gagarin. Inspite of their busy lives, they made time to do their part for the scholarship program.


My trip to Hawaii became more meaningful by attending the Candonians of Hawaii Association meeting. I felt the warmth and closeness of their hearts. Of course, they are looking forward to another International/ Global Reunion. Mahalo!


In closing, please be reminded that this leadership submit to the Agenda of goodwill,  and the year 2007 is just the beginning of a noble effort towards the betterment of this association. Let us all be united and show our support. Thanks to all of you and God bless.Agbiag ti Candonians of Southern California!!!!!

Candonian Cruise Get-Together

 By Dodong and Susan Abaya


The mini-Candonian cruise on the Century Celebrity to the Baltic Sea was a blast! The trip was well enjoyed by 34 Candonians and friends from San Francisco, Los Angeles, Las Vegas, Michigan, Toronto, San Diego and  Austria -WOW!  We flew in to Amsterdam, Netherlands and immediately after we arrived,  we visited some Candonians in the area, There were Lina Gazo, Nora Cabildo and their nicest Dutch hubbies and beautiful children, as well as Auring Galindo. It was so nice to meet other Candonians in another country. They were very gracious hosts, even using their fine china and silverware for us. The food and hospitality were impressive and unforgettable.  Lina Gazo ,Nora Cabildo and company are looking forward to the next INCARI at Las Vegas.


The train trips to Lina’s house and back to the hotel were both an adventure, especially after a very long and tiring  transatlantic flight. We came back on the train to the hotel on our own without getting lost. 


The following day prior to joining the cruise, we had a tour of Amsterdam. We saw Anne Frank’s house, the diamond factory and went on a canal cruise.


Our cruise destinations were Copenhagen, Sweden, Finland, St. Petersburg, Russia, Lithuania, and Estonia and then back to Amsterdam. The food, entertainment and tours in all  the countries that we visited were unforgettable. All our tour guides were excellent and knowledgeable.  


During the cruise, we celebrated the 37th wedding anniversary of Frank and Violet Quismorio  and the birthday of Sally Martinez. with a traditional luncheon of “crispy pata” and “pinakbet” and “Tapsilog”  specially prepared for our group. We also celebrated Willie and Lilia Alog’s 25th wedding anniversary during the cruise 


The Filipino crew celebrated June 12, which is the  Philippine Independence Day but we were not allowed to join them in the crew dining area. However, Jesue, one of the Filipino crew , brought up “pancit” and fried rice  in the main dining room for us.  He also made sure that we had  “baon” to the airport on our last day when we disembarked. We disembarked with some of us receiving  gifts from the crew, a pleasant surprise!


 There were  two crew members from Candon- Rey Gacutan and Edwin Gamoso -who were equally  surprised to see us on board. Benjamin Resonable a prominent Candonian businessman fromNorway came to see us too. What a small world indeed! The ship crew, especially the Filipinos, were all very accommodating and gracious towards us.  How can we forget Errol – the Filipino Century camera man who took more pictures of our group  than the others during the tours. 

 
The Baltic Sea Cruise gave us another chance to enjoy the true camaraderie of our fellow Candonians.  We got to know and enjoy the company of each “kailian” as we reminisced  our younger days, learned words like “kia” (know it all), “pia” (pain in the a--). We bought many  amber, jewelries and rosaries for “pasalubong” for our families and friends – a remarkable trait, which we have not lost.


Willie Alog is making the DVD of our wonderful cruise of the Baltic Sea devoting his time on late nights and weekends. Donations of $15  per DVD will benefit the Adopt a School project.


Life is short – so we plan to do it again next year and expand to include more Candonians – maybe “Incari by the Sea!!!!!

CANDONIAN ALASKA CRUISE 2008    

By Fely Imperial


There is no better way to travel than on a group cruise vacation. It offers something for everyone regardless of age group.  Another Candonian Get-Together is planned for 2008 and it will be a 7 night Alaska Hubbard Glacier Cruise departing on August 24,2008 aboard Mercury. It sets sail from  and return to Vancouver, British Columbia., where we will be meeting other Candonians who reside in the area.. 

               An Alaskan Cruise will prove to be a memorable experience for everyone. Alaska is a unique place rich in history and natural beauty. It is full of outdoor adventures like fishing, kayaking, whale watching, and you will see the unspoiled wilderness of the glimmering glaciers ,spectacular mountain views and romantic scenery..

                If you are celebrating a birthday, anniversary, or class and family reunions, the cruise aboard Mercury is the perfect place to have it. You can entertain an unlimited number of guests without spending anything for them. You can have nice sit down dinners, dancing, karaoke  and other forms of entertainment which will make the occasion an affair to remember.

              On board the ship, you can have free use of the gym , aqua spa, movies , and a  game room to play mahjong, chess , ping-pong or card games.  You can always try your luck in the Casino and hope to be a  winner  with big bucks to take home.

                     It will allow you to join shore excursions which are optional guided tours in all cruise ship port of call. This will allow you to see and do more in the places you visit..

                      Let us all then experience the grandeur of Alaska by joining the CANDONIANS GET-TOGETHER ALASKA CRUISE VACATION . Details are as follows:

   7 Night Hubbard Glacier Cruise-                      Departing August 24,2208 aboard Mercury

Cost-  Inside Stateroom - from USD $956 (Cat. 11)

          Ocean View       - from USD $1116

On board credit of $50 per cabin

One person free for every 8 cabins.

 3rd and 4th passengers sharing the same cabin are available for $310 less per person.  Prices include all taxes and fees less airfare to Vancouver.

           Deposit of $250.00 per person is due October 1,2007. Final payment is due June 1,2008. May cancel prior to final payment without penalty 


Make your reservations now…everybody is welcome. Have a relaxing cruise with the CANDONIANS…….. 

COME AND JOIN THE GROUP AND LET US ALL ENJOY THE EUPHORIC BEAUTY OF  ALASKA! IT WILL INDEED BE A DREAM VACATION WHERE EVERYONE CAN HAVE FUN!

Contact Information: 

Cenci Nuccio- Coordinator 

cencinuccio@yahoo.com                                  

Phone 310- 378 2362

Fax- 310-378 2244

ANNUAL FAMILY PICNIC

 By Maricar  Bello


The well attended Annual Family picnic of the Candonians of Southern California was held at Rynerson Park in Lakewood on July 21,2007. Pot luck dishes of delicious homecooked pinakbet,cardis,pancit kalding,dinengdeng,dinardaran, adobo,sinigang, tinuno nga ikan,and empanada were enjoyed by everyone .For dessert  were puto, bibingka,mangoes, bananas and other fruits.Lechon was provided by the organization.


A special election was held to replace 5 previously elected board members who abandoned their posts for whatever motive and joined the Annak Ti Candon.The following members were elected and inducted as Board Member.

Cresta DePeralta, Agnes Dario Ulibas,Rudy Briones

Richard Gallardo, Vic Pescoso


The fun continued through the day as everyone talked, laughed, danced and played games. Monsignor  Avila, parish priest of Candon, joined us at the picnic and culminated the event with a Mass.


A upcoming fund raising activity to benefit the adopt a school program is the Turn- Around Excursion to Rosarito and Puerto Nuevo. This fund raising trip is organized by Board Members Richard Gallardo and Efren Gacoscos. Two buses are chartered for the event which is going to be on  August 18, 2007. Cost of $30.00 per person will include transportation, breakfast ...There will be  games and bingo on board the bus. We look forward to a fun day on the beach, KKB  ( Kanya kanyang bayad ) lunch of lobster and other sea food with our fellow Candonians and friends! 

LET’S ALL HAVE  A GOOD TIME FOR A GOOD CAUSE !!!! 



CONGRATULATIONS TO:

Anne Quismorio, daughter of Dr. Frank and Violeta Quismorio, on her graduation from medical school from USC. She is currently doing her residency in internal medicine.

Ernie Perey  on the birth of grandson, Jacob Light. Proud parents are Jenny and Kevin.

Marino and Clarissa De Peralta on the graduation of their son Achilles  with a Law degree from Harvard University.

Lydia and Sam Sabado on the graduation of their

daughter from Cal State Long Beach with a Masters

Degree in Human Resource Administration.

Edgar and Roselle Balbin on the graduation of their daughter Mae with a Masters Degree in Science of Nursing with Honors in UCLA.

Condolences to:

Estrellita Pascua Villanueva on the death of her brother Mariano in  Candon.

Linda Rigor - on the death of her mother Saturnina.

Ernie Gagarin on the death of his son, Army Sgt. Greg P. Gagarin,  in Iraq.
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